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Early retirement beckons 


for maryuana-sniffing K-9s 


Photos by Derek Gee/Buffalo News 


Erie County Sheriff’s Deputy Robert Galbraith plays with Apollo, his former K-9 partner who is now his pet, in 
Chestnut Ridge Park Saturday. Galbraith said the dog’s early retirement last spring “was kind of heartbreaking.” 


Dogs becoming obsolete 
as pot is legalized 


By SANDRA TAN 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


pollo still jumps up, barks 
and wags his tail when Erie 
County Sheriffs Deputy 
Robert Galbraith puts on 
police gear each morning. For three 
years the 6-year-old German shep- 
herd worked at Galbraith’s side as a 
narcotics detection dog and tracker. 
But Apollo doesn’t leave for work 
with Galbraith anymore. 
Last spring, the Sheriff’s Office un- 
ceremoniously retired Apollo, even 


Jacobs’ GOP nod 
not the last word 
in NY-27 race 


Conservative Party backing looms 
as pivotal; primary seems a sure bet 


By ROBERT J. MCCARTHY 


NEWS POLITICAL REPORTER 


When Republican coun- 
ty leaders stood shoulder 
to shoulder Saturday to an- 
nounce their special election 
candidate for the 27th Con- 
gressional District, they were 
trying to demonstrate unified 
support for State Sen. Christo- 
pher L. Jacobs. 

But a fleeting photo-op may 
have been the only result from 
their seven-hour conclave in 
Wyoming County. A divisive, 
expensive and possibly nasty 
primary election now seems 
guaranteed after at least two 
of the rejected candidates 
promise to take their case to 
the voters for the subsequent 
contest on June 23. 

A series of rapid-fire devel- 
opments added new dimen- 
sions Monday to finding a Re- 
publican candidate for the seat 
of former Rep. Chris Collins. 
They include the fact that: 

Erie County Comptroller 
Stefan I. Mychajliw Jr. labeled 
the nomination as “made be- 
hind closed doors by party 
bosses” and said he will chal- 
lenge Jacobs. He joins former 
Darien Town Justice Beth A. 
Parlato, who has already prom- 
ised her own primary election 
effort. 

e Jeff Freeland, a Lewiston 
native and White House aide 
to President Trump, said he 
will not address his potential 
candidacy until after impeach- 
ment proceedings have end- 
ed. This week, he serves as a 
member of the president’s im- 
peachment team on the floor 


of the Senate. 

¢State Sen. Robert G. Ortt 
said he remains a candidate, 
but will determine his final 
course within the next few 
days. 

eA Washington political 
committee called the Club for 
Growth could assume a pow- 
erful role in coming days after 
vowing to spend significant 
money to stop Jacobs in a pri- 
mary. Its spokesman was un- 
available Monday, but a source 
noted that one of its represen- 
tatives was making its case at a 
Monday meeting of statewide 
Conservatives in suburban 
Albany. 

e New attention focused on 
the Conservative Party, which 
must now choose between 
joining the GOP in a united 
effort against Democrat Nate 
McMurray, or backing some- 
one else if Jacobs is deemed 
too “moderate.” 

The party could also per- 
form a series of election law 
gymnastics allowing it to post- 
pone its decision for the mo- 
ment. 

Ralph C. Lorigo, chair- 
man of the Erie County Con- 
servative Committee and a 
state vice chairman, acknowl- 
edged Monday the key role 
now played by his relatively 
tiny party. A choice of anybody 
besides Jacobs could split the 
effort against McMurray, he 
noted, and hand Democrats a 
major advantage in a special 
election. Heavy Democratic 
turnout is already expected for 
an election expected to be held 


See NY27 on Page A4 


CAROUSEL WORK 
IS NEARLY DONE 


A three-year effort by 15 volunteers 
to restore a 1924 Herschell carousel is 
winding down, with an unveiling set 


though the police career of a healthy 
K-9 his age would last at least three 
more years. 

The reason: Apollo, like other drug 
dogs in his class, is trained to sniff out 
marijuana. That makes K-9s trained 


Ares, the new K-9 partner of Erie County Sheriff’s Deputy Robert 
Galbraith, gets back into his vehicle after running through drills in 
Orchard Park. Ares has not been trained to sniff for marijuana. 


to detect that drug increasingly ob- 
solete. 

Medical marijuana has been legal 
in New York State since 2014. And last 
year, state lawmakers took steps to 
decriminalize marijuana used for rec- 
reational purposes, reducing the pen- 
alties for possession of small amounts 
of the drug. This year, the push is on 
once again in Albany to fully legalize 


and regulate recreational marijuana. 
“We believe, in the Sheriff’s Office, 

that the writing’s on the wall,” said 

Undersheriff Mark Wipperman. 


A new partner 

So instead of Apollo leaping into 
the back of Galbraith’s K-9 configured 
SUV, he stays at home as a house pet 
while Galbraith drives to work with 


his younger four-legged partner, Ares. 

The two dogs are not friends. 

“He is extremely jealous,” Gal- 
braith said of Apollo. 

In April, the Sheriff’s Office began 
the monthslong process of retiring 
five veteran narcotics detection K-9s 
and bringing in new drug dogs that 


See K-9 on Page A8 


One year later, advocates lament death 
of homeless man in affluent Amherst 


By STEPHEN T. WATSON 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


The heart-shaped wooden sign 
set in the ground along Main Street 
in Amherst in front of a nature 
sanctuary simply reads “Larry.” 

Someone placed it just west 
of a Metro Bus shelter where, 
one year ago after a bitter night 
when temperatures dropped be- 
low zero, Larry Bierl was found 
frozen to death. 

Bierl had no permanent home, 
but he did build a makeshift camp 
in the sanctuary of tarps, cast-off 
furnishings and other items he 
collected. 

He was well-known in sec- 
tions of Amherst and Williams- 


John Hickey/Buffalo News 


A heart-shaped memorial to Larry Bierl stands 
just west of the bus shelter in Amherst where the 
homeless man froze to death last January. 


ville, where he stopped by fast- 
food restaurants and coffee shops 
for something to drink or eat. Bi- 
erl’s death in one of the region’s 
wealthiest suburbs led to an out- 
pouring of sympathy, donation of- 
fers and questions about whether 
anyone could have done more. 
“Tt’s that fine tension between 
protection and allowing them 
their own free will,” said Pame- 
la Walck, who regularly chat- 
ted with Bierl but never broke 
through the wall Bierl put up. 
One year later, Bierl’s death 
remains painful for people who 
work with the homeless. The case 
shows homelessness is not just an 


See Death on Page A8 


for July. Story on Page B1 


ANALYSIS 


Bolton's book upends 
Trumps denials, but 
will it upend Trump? 


By PETER BAKER 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - In anoth- 
er time, in another Washing- 
ton, this might be the moment 
that changed the trajectory of 
the presidency. A former na- 
tional security adviser con- 
firms that the president, de- 
spite his denials, conditioned 
security aid to a war-torn ally 
on its cooperation against his 
domestic rivals, the issue at the 
heart of his ongoing impeach- 
ment trial. 

At first glance, at least, 
John Bolton’s account of Presi- 
dent Trump’s private remarks 
sounds like an echo of the so- 
called smoking gun tape that 
proved that President Richard 
M. Nixon really had orches- 
trated the Watergate cover- 


up and ultimately forced him 
from office. But this is Trump’s 
era and Trump’s Washington, 
and the old rules do not always 
apply. 

The reality show star who 
was elected president even af- 
ter he was captured on an “Ac- 
cess Hollywood” tape boasting 
about sexual assault has gone 
on to survive one revelation af- 
ter another in the three years 
since, proving more durable 
than any national politician in 
modern American history. So 
will this be the turning point 
or just one more disclosure 
that validates his critics with- 
out changing other minds? 
Will it be another smoking 
gun or another “Access Holly- 
wood”? 


See Bolton on Page A4: 
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